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	QA Manager:  Sania Tong Argao





1. Did the Research Effort Lead (or designee) verify the dataset?
	Yes
	X

	No
	



The raw data were thoroughly evaluated in the course of producing a Cover Report product – an internal EPA report describing the data analyses and computations performed by the U.S. EPA, entitled “Ostrava Source Apportionment Pilot Study: Data Cover Report”, EPA/600/XX-14/069, March 2014. .  Any issues with the samples or data are discussed in that report. Intermediate and final processed data were evaluated throughout the course of the project, leading to the preparation of the journal paper which this dataset supports.

2. Were there deviations from the approved QAPP, or other planning documents, that impacted the dataset?   
	Yes
	X

	No
	



If yes, describe:
Yes, several analyses were not pursued or not completed – ICP/MS, SEM, organic speciation.  However, these were to serve a supplemental role, and are not essential in producing a credible source apportionment product.  In addition, the roles of many of the participants originally envisioned for the study (shown in table A4.2 of the QAPP) changed as the project unfolded.  These changes to analyses and personnel are described here:

· Carry Crogan’s role as database manager was reduced from what was originally envisioned.  She received and posted CHMI (Czech Hydrometeorological Institute) analytical data, but dropped out of any further data evaluations because of other division priorities.  Teri Conner took over the data evaluation, but did so via spreadsheet software rather than SAS
· Kasey Kovalcik was to lean the ICP-MS analyses.  However, the division decided that this project was not a priority for the ICP-MS analyses agreed upon with our collaborators, so those analyses have not been done.
· Mike Hays and David Olson are listed as lead organic investigators.  Samples were collected by CHMI as per their specifications, and sent to EPA.  They are currently in freezer storage, but it is unlikely these analyses will be pursued because of detection limit concerns and competing division priorities.
· Robert Willis is listed as the SEM lead.  He had the appropriate samples collected by CHMI, but has yet to complete and report on the analyses.
· Gary Norris is listed as the source apportionment lead, but he did not play any role in the source apportionment work, nor in any of the preliminary work leading up to the source apportionment modeling.  Teri Conner took on that role and did all work related to source apportionment.
· Donald Whitaker was the acting branch chief for one or more of the project PIs when the QAPP was signed, but Kim Rogers took over the acting branch chief role while the research effort was in progress. Since that time, a NERL reorganization has occurred, with branch reassignments of the project PIs with more supervisory changes.  Chandra Giri is a newly hired branch chief for the branch to which two of the PIs (Teri Conner and Ron Williams) are assigned.
· Myriam Medina-Vera was the acting QA manager when the QAPP was signed, but Sania Tong-Argao resumed her QA manager role while the research effort was in progress.

Teri Conner maintained her role as the PI for XRF analyses.  In addition, some data was acquired that was not originally envisioned when the QAPP was signed.  Teri Conner performed non-destructive black carbon analyses via the transmissometer method prior to performing the XRF analyses.  In the course of examining the filter sample deposits and measuring the deposit diameters, it was discovered that the deposit was not strictly circular, complication the sample deposit area measurement.  This issue, and how it was handled, is described in detail in the data cover report.  In addition, Teri Conner determined that it would be prudent to have a visual record of the sample deposits, in case the filters later undergo destructive digestion for ICP-MS analyses.  Thus, she photographed every single filter that was subsequently analyzed by transmissometry and XRF and the photos are included in the data record.

3. Were all QA/QC verification checks performed as specified in the QAPP or SOP?
	Yes
	X

	No
	


 
Discuss the impact to the reported dataset due to any unacceptable QA/QC results or deviations from the approved QAPP or other planning documents:

All QA/QC procedures were followed according all supporting SOPs and operating guidelines.

4. Were any QA oversight activities performed (e.g., audit or technical review)?  
	Yes
	

	No
	X



If yes, indicate the type of activity and date performed:

No formal audits were performed related to this database.  However, the raw data were thoroughly evaluated in the course of producing a Cover Report product – an internal EPA report describing the data analyses and computations performed by the U.S. EPA, entitled “Ostrava Source Apportionment Pilot Study: Data Cover Report”, EPA/600/XX-14/069, March 2014. .  Any issues with the samples or data are discussed in that report. Intermediate and final processed data were evaluated throughout the course of the project, leading to the preparation of the journal paper which this dataset supports.
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