Quality Assurance (QA) Summary Template:

Why do I need a QA summary?

The QA summary for a research effort provides a data user with an assessment of the quality of the data and any limitations on the use of the data with respect to their original intended application.  A QA summary is required for each dataset that will be made publicly accessible.

What should be included in a QA summary?

For the purpose of this application, the information below is needed to develop the QA summary.  The information is based on QA/QC specifications included in the QAPP for the research effort.  The length of the QA summary will depend on the type of research effort it supports and ranges in length from a paragraph to multiple pages.  

1) Has the final approved QAPP for the research effort for which this dataset was created been uploaded to ScienceHub?    Note:  The QAPP should be identified with a title, approval date, and document control number.

Yes   

2) Were there any significant deviations to the final approved QAPP that impacted the dataset?     

No   

3) Provide a summary of any audits performed related to this dataset.  For each audit, the audit summary for each audit performed  should include (use tables as appropriate):
i) Chemistry Support for Peatland Ecosystem Services Research “Denitrification Analysis” 
1. Type of audit – Technical Systems Audit which included Notebook Review; Surveillance of Sample Preparation and Instrumental Analysis; and General Laboratory Surveillance.
1. Date of audit - 8/27/2013
1. Auditor – Barbara R. Sheedy, MED QAM
1. Any Findings identified  - No Findings, but two “Recommended Observations”
1. Corrective actions performed for Findings
Recommended Observations: 
4. Use of three ring-binders as official notebooks – included all components of the notebook checklist from PPM 13.2 Paper Records” included in each ring-binder and on the bench sheets.
4. Data and SOP/OP review - ensured that when the data, methods or notebooks/ring-binders are review by a team member, PI or independent reviewer, it is documented by the date and reviewer in notebook.
1. Discussion of impact of audit Findings on the dataset – None

ii) [bookmark: _GoBack]Chemistry Support for Peatland Research “Nitrate/Nitrite Analysis” 
1. Type of audit  - Laboratory Competency Audit
1. Date of audit - 9/11/2013
1. External Auditor – Kelly Black, Neptune and Company
1. Any Findings identified  - None, but general Notebook Observations
1. Corrective actions performed for Findings – all were corrected to the suggested recommendation.
10. 1. Use and documentation of error codes. 
10. 2. Error strike-through. 
10. 3. Signature of review of laboratory notebooks.
1. Discussion of impact of audit Findings on the dataset - None

4) For projects involving measurement data (use tables as appropriate):
· Provide a summary of the types of QC samples specified in the approved QAPP and the results obtained.  Identify any QC sample results that did not meet the acceptance criteria specified in the QAPP.  Discuss if there are any impacts to  the reported results (e.g. qualification)
All analyses use instruments blanks and acceptable standards, 10% of all analyses are replicated to provide an analysis QA, and all samples are from field replicate samples.
· Describe any general limitations on the use of the results—No limitations
· Describe any specific limitations on the use of the results—No limitations

5) Please answer the following:
· Did the dataset point of contact[footnoteRef:1] verify the dataset?		Yes		 [1:  Dataset POC is usually the generator of the data or the EPA Principal Investigator (PI).] 

· Did one or more peers review the dataset?			Yes		 
· Did a QA Professional review the dataset?			Yes		
